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American Islamic College            
640 W. Irving Park Road       
Chicago, IL 60613       
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Ph.D.  Education Policy Studies, Indiana University, Bloomington, 2006  
  Minor: Anthropology   

 
M.Phil  School Development, Cambridge University (U.K.), 1995 
 
M.A.   English Literature, Punjab University (Lahore, Pakistan), 1991   
 
B.A.  English Literature (Highest Honors), Kinnaird College (Lahore), 1987  
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2018 to date  Associate Professor, Anthropology & Director, Undergraduate Studies   
   American Islamic College  
&
2015 to 2018 Assistant Professor & Coordinator, Anthropology & General Education,  
   American Islamic College  
&
2012-2014  Joint appointment: Assistant Professor, Anthropology  

Coordinator, Global Studies  
Millikin University  

 
2008-2012  Assistant Professor, Qualitative Inquiry & Social Foundations of 

Education, Oklahoma State University  
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2014 Muslim American Women on Campus: Undergraduate Social Lives and Identities. 

Chapel Hill, N.C.: University of North Carolina Press. Paperback: 2016.  
 
1996  Umar and the Bully (award-winning juvenile fiction). Leicester, U.K.: The Islamic



 
2011  “Just to Make Sure People Know I Was Born Here



2003  “Conference Report: AMSS Thirty-Second Annual Conference.” Association of 
Muslim Social Scientists Newsletter



2017 Deploying Critical Distance in a Religious Academic Context, 9/8/2017, at the 
Wabash Center for Teaching and Learning in Theology and Religion Blog 
https://www.wabashcenter.wabash.edu/2017/08/dedication-to-the-journey/  

2016 “Angelina Jolie Spoke to a Mixed Audience at a Masjid, But Our Sisters Are 
Largely Voiceless.” Muslim Girl, 6/26/2016, at 
http://muslimgirl.com/26358/angelina-jolie-spoke-mixed-audience-masjid-sisters-
still-largely-voiceless/  

2016 “A Need for Private Spaces: For all our public work, we need private spaces to 
grow as communities.” The Islamic Monthly, 4/3/2016, at 
http://theislamicmonthly.com/a-need-for-private-spaces/  

2014  “A New Legacy.” The Big Questions Blog, 5/12/2014. At 
http://askbigquestions.org/blog/201405/new-legacy  

2005 to date  “Koonj - the Crane,” a blog about academe, culture and religion.  
2012 “Immigrant Eid” (poem) in Papercuts, Volume 9, at  

http://www.desiwriterslounge.net/magazine/Papercuts%20Volume%209.pdf  
2007-2011 Columnist for Religion Dispatches (www.religiondispatches.org)  
2008  “Single, Muslim, & female.” The Washington Post Newsweek, 9/8/08.  
2007   “I am a walking religion.” At Religionandspirituality.com (UPI), 3/27/07.  
2007  Columnist for Altmuslim.com.  
2004  “Gender based exclusionism at a Muslim Student Association.” The American 

Muslim, 7/4/04.  
2004  “The Dilemma of Choice.” Q-News, pp. 38-39. London.  
2003  “Muslim Women in the Mosque.” Q-News, pp. 38-39. London.  
&
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2015 “CAE recognizes outstanding 2014 dissertations.” Anthropology News, at  

http://www.anthropology-news.org/index.php/2015/03/13/cae-recognizes-2014-
outstanding-dissertations/  &

2002 “Foreign, female, & on the job market.” Chronicle of Higher Education, July 17, 1c. 
Washington, DC. 
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2014 Critics’ Choice Book Award, American Educational Studies Association 
2014 Outstanding Book Award, National Association for Ethnic Studies   
2010 Presidential Early Career Fellowship, Council on Anthropology & Education, American 

Anthropological Association 
2006 Outstanding Dissertation Award, Council on Anthropology & Education  
2005 Brass Crescent Award for Best Female Blog, Koonj 



2014 



2017 Keynote panel speaker, University of Southern California Summit on De-
Institutionalizing Islamophobic on College Campuses, 9/8/2017, Los Angeles.  

2017 Identity & Experiences: A Conversation with Muslim Women Professionals, University 
of Southern California, 9/8/2017.  

2017 “Pitfalls & Promise: Interfaith Engagement,” 3/29/2017, University of Management & 
Technology, Lahore, Pakistan.  

2017 Annual Interfaith Lecture, Buddhist Temple of Chicago, IL, 2/26/2017. 
2016 “Empowering Muslim American Students,” lecture and panel, College of Lake County, 

Grayslake, IL. Announcement at http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/buffalo-
grove/community/chi-ugc-article-april-8-workshops-at-clc-on-muslim-american-2016-
04-03-story.html 

2016 “Empowering Muslim American Students: What can CLC do?” Faculty and Staff 
workshop, College of Lake County, Grayslake, IL. Announcement at 
http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20160404/submitted/160409609/   

2016 “Critical Approaches in the Teaching of Islamic Studies: American Islamic College,” 
Islamic Society of North America annual convention, Chicago, IL.  

2015 “Muslim American Women on Campus,” International Institute of Islamic Thought, 
Herndon, VA. Available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z2OAkuClats  

2014 “Muslim American Women Meet College Culture,” George Mason University, Fairfax, 
VA.  

2014 “Muslim American Women on Campus,” Department of Anthropology, Purdue 
University, West Lafayette, IN.  

2014 Highlighted Lecture: “Diversity and Internationalization,” Midwestern Comparative & 
International Education Society, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN.   

2014 “Muslim American Undergraduate Women Meet College Leisure Culture,” Hamilton 
College, Hamilton, NY.   

2014 “Meet the Author” lecture, Islamic Society of North America Annual Convention, 
Detroit, MI. 

2014 “Comparative Perspectives on the Role of Religion in Political Governance,” university 
lecture series sponsored by Center for Research and Security Studies, Islamabad 
(Pakistan).  

2013 “Critical citizenship & research methods in the Social Action Project,” Lahore College 
for Women University, Lahore. 

2013 “Muslim Students at American College Campuses,” Islamic World Studies Lecture 
Series, Loyola University, Chicago, IL.    



2007 “Women of the Qur’an,” Overseas Scholars Lecture Series, International Islamic 
University, Islamabad.  

2007 “History of Muslim Women’s Religious Scholarship,” International Islamic University 
Women’s Campus, Islamabad.  

2007 “American Muslim Women Students and Campus Culture,” International Islamic 
University Women’s Campus, Islamabad.  

2007 “The Gender Gap in Islamic Scholarship,” College of William & Mary, Williamsburg, 
VA.  

2007 “Islamic Law and Gender Justice,
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2020-ongoing Collected the narratives of Muslim women organizers   
2018-2019 Piloted a research study on religious beliefs about gender among a cross section 

of Pakistani Muslims Lahore, December 2018 – January 2019  
&
2016 Resilience, employment, and development pathways among Pakistani faculty. 

Research observations and faculty interviews at Lahore University of 
Management Sciences and Forman Christian College, Lahore, December 2016   

&
2012-2014 Higher Education Reform, Lahore (Pakistan)   
 
2016   Faculty Resilience in Pakistan  
 
2011-2012 Parental Involvement at Title I Schools. Stillwater Public Schools, Oklahoma  

 
2008  Postdoctoral Research Fellow, International Institute of Islamic Thought 

 
2002-2004 Research Fellow, Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding, Georgetown  

University, Washington, DC  
 
2005-2006 Student Research Affiliate, Pluralism Project, Harvard University. Report: “‘You 

Can’t Really Look Normal and Dress Modestly:’ The problem of dress & 
American Muslim women college students”   
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2017 to date Member, Board of Directors, Association for Religion and Intellectual Life  
2017 to date Member, Editorial Board, Cross Currents 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/page/journal/19393881/homepage/editorialboard.h
tml  

2015 Member, Advisory Board, Interfaith Diversity Experiences and Attitudes 
Longitudinal Study (IDEALS) 

2013-2017 Associate Editor, Anthropology & Education Quarterly Editorial Team  
2015-2016 Member-at-Large, Board of Directors, North American Association of Islamic 

and Muslim Studies, 2015-2016 
2014 Chair, Outstanding Dissertation Award Committee, Council on Anthropology & 

Education, American Anthropological Association   
2013-2014 Member-at-Large, Board of Directors, North American Association of Islamic 

and Muslim Studies  
2013  Member, Spindler Award Committee, Council on Anthropology & Education 
2011-2012 Affiliated Scholar, Institute for Social Policy & Understanding, Washington, DC 
2011-2012 Chair, Committee on Post-Secondary Education, Council on Anthropology & 

Education 



2010-2011 Member, Outstanding Dissertation Award Committee, Council on Anthropology 
& Education  

2010-2011  Co-chair, Committee on Post-Secondary Education, Council of Anthropology & 
Education  

2004  Member, Hubert Humphrey Fellowship Review Committee for South Asia  
2004  Bibliographer, Multicultural Teacher Education Pedagogy Project  
 
Proposal reviewer for: American Education Research Association conference, Comparative and 
International Education Society conference, American Anthropological Association conference, 
Association of Muslim Social Scientists 
 
Manuscript reviewer for: Oneworld Press, Yale University Press, University Press of Florida, 
Routledge Press, Anthropology and Education Quarterly, Intercultural Imaginaries, 
Contemporary Islam: Dynamics of Muslim Life, American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences, 
Islamic Studies  
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2015-2021 Member, Selection Committees for hiring of President and Vice-President for 

Academic Affairs, American Islamic College, Chicago, IL (2015-2016, 2020, 
2021) 

2015 to date Coordinator, General Education and Director, Undergraduate Education, 
American Islamic College: Review, approve, and assess student learning and 
transfer credits  

2012-2014 Coordinator, Global Studies Program, Millikin University: Reviewed and 
approved Global Studies course proposals; worked with faculty on course 
development and Learning Outcomes; conducted faculty development and 
resource material development; worked with three Coordinators in maintaining 
and developing the General Education 




